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Tax Deductible Giving in 2013-14 
 
 
Each year The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies (ACPNS) at QUT analyses statistics on 
donations to Deductible Gift Recipients (DGRs), made by Australian individual taxpayers and claimed as deductions 
in their income tax returns. The information presented below is based on the amount and type of tax-deductible 
donations made to DGRs and claimed by Australian taxpayers for the period 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 extracted 
from the Australian Taxation Office's (ATO) publication Taxation Statistics 2013–14.1  
Because the ATO data come from individuals’ income tax returns, this analysis does not include giving by corporate 
and trust taxpayers, or “non-tax contributions” such as raffles, sponsorships, fundraising purchases or volunteering.  
 
The following is a summary of the significant findings from the ATO data.  
1.  How much was claimed as gift deductions?  
 The total amount donated and claimed as tax-deductible donations in 2013–14 was $2.62 billion (compared to 
$2.29 billion in 2012–13).2  
  
                                                 
1 The data represents information in tax returns for the 2013-14 year processed by the ATO as at 31 October 2015. 
2 The 2013-14 figures are those returns entered onto the ATO database as at 31 October 2015. The 2013-1 figures are likely to alter over the next couple of 
years as more returns are processed. The previous years figures are those entered as at 31 October in the year of release.  
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2. Is tax deductible giving keeping pace with inflation? 
As Chart 1 below depicts, using a base year of 2011–12, the actual total tax-deductible donations made by Australian 
taxpayers far exceeds inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI). In September 2012, the ABS changed 
the index reference base from 1989–90 to 2011–12. As a result, all CPI rates have been reset.  As can be seen, total tax 
deductions dropped in 2008–09 and 2009–10 but have risen since. 
 
*Disclosure of tax-deductible donations was not required in income tax returns from 1988 to 1992. 
 
3. Is the average gift deduction increasing? 
 The average tax-deductible donation made to DGRs and claimed by Australian taxpayers in 2013–14 was 
$575.54, which is an increase compared to $504.02 in 2012–13.  
 
4. Are more individual taxpayers making deductible gifts? 
 In absolute terms the number of individual taxpayers claiming deductible gifts was 4.54 million (compared to 
4.55 million in 2012–13). The percentage of Australian taxpayers making deductible gifts decreased slightly: 
35.05% in 2013–14, compared to 35.60% in the previous year.  
 
5. Is a greater percentage of an individual’s taxable income being gifted? 
 On average, those individual taxpayers who claim tax-deductible donations to DGRs donate approximately 0.35% 
of their taxable income. This proportion increased from the previous income year, in which the average 
percentage of taxable income donated was 0.32%.   
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Chart 1: Total Tax-Deductible Donations to Inflation-
Adjusted Total Tax-Deductible Donations Since 1978/79* 
Total Tax-Deductible Donations (in $ millions)
Inflation-adjusted total tax-deductible donations (in $ millions)
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6. Are male or female taxpayers more likely to claim deductible donations? 
 In 2013–14, 2,277,799 males (33.98% of male Australian taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible donations to DGRs, 
amounting to $1.55 billion. This represents 59.31% of the total tax-deductible donations claimed in 2013–14. A 
total of 2,266,582 females (36.76% of female Australian taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible donations to DGRs in 
2013–14, totalling $1.06 billion. This is the first time since 2007–08 that total donations by female taxpayers have 
exceeded $1 billion.  
 The average tax-deductible donation claimed by Australian male taxpayers in 2013–14 was $681.04, compared to 
$469.53 for Australian female taxpayers.  
 However, on average, female Australian taxpayers who claimed donations to DGRs gave approximately 0.38% 
of their taxable income compared to 0.34% for Australian males.  
 
7. Which state’s individual taxpayers claim the most deductible gifts to DGRs? 
 The largest proportion of donations in 2013–14 came from New South Wales, where 1,455,434 taxpayers 
claimed tax-deductible donations amounting to $1.03 billion. This represented 39.51% of the national total. The 
next largest proportion – 27.12% of the national total – came from Victoria where taxpayers claimed tax-
deductible donations totalling $709.41 million. Queensland taxpayers claimed a total of $365.96 million in 
deductible gifts, followed by Western Australia with $238.63 million. 
 New South Wales taxpayers claimed the largest average tax-deductible donation: $709.95, compared to the 
national average of $575.54. In 2013–14, the national average increased from the previous year when it was 
$504.02. Australian Capital Territory taxpayers had an average gift of $602.12, followed by taxpayers in Victoria 
with an average gift of $572.50). 
 Taxpayers in New South Wales donated an average of 0.43% of their taxable incomes, an increase from 0.39% in 
2012–13. In both the Australian Capital Territory and Victoria, taxpayers donated an average 0.40% of their 
taxable incomes, and Queensland taxpayers donated an average of 0.26%. The national average was 0.35%. 
 
8. How much do the wealthy claim as deductible gifts? 
 The more one earns, the more one claims as a tax-deductible donation. Whilst the average tax-deductible 
donation in 2013–14 was $575.54, donating taxpayers with a taxable income over $1 million in 2013–14 claimed 
average tax-deductible donations of $51,978.72 (up from $41,244.73 in 2012–13). This represents 1.31% of their 
taxable income. The national average was 0.35%.  
 
Tax Deductible Gifts by Postcode 
Table 1 identifies the postcodes with the highest total claimed deductible gift amount in each state and territory. A 
clear link can be made in most cases to postcodes which one would expect to contain significant numbers of wealthy 
taxpayers. In 2013–14, the Victorian postcode representing Hawksburn and Toorak claimed the highest total gifts in 
the country, amounting to $44,012,469. The next highest total claimed, $35,434,785, was from the New South 
Wales postcode representing HMAS Rushcutters, Point Piper, Darling Point and Edgecliff.  
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Table 1: Highest TOTAL Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2013-14 by POSTCODE for each State 
State & Postcode Places within Postcode 
Total Gifts 
Claimed ($) 
NSW 2027 HMAS Rushcutters, Point Piper, Darling Point, Edgecliff $ 35,434,785  
VIC 3142 Hawksburn, Toorak $ 44,012,469  
QLD 4007 Hamilton, Hamilton Central, Ascot $ 11,254,070  
SA 5068 
Heathpool, Kensington Park, Leabrook, Kensington, Kensington 
Gardens, Trinity Gardens, St Morris, Marryatville 
$  7,875,737  
WA 6011 Cottesloe, Peppermint Grove $ 16,964,127  
TAS 7250 
Prospect, Norwood, Newstead, Launceston, St Leonards, Riverside, 
Ravenswood, Prospect Vale, Waverley, Trevallyn, Travellers Rest, 
Summerhill, West Launceston, Blackstone Heights, East Launceston 
       $ 4,923,602  
NT 810 
Alawa, Brinkin, Casuarina, Coconut Grove, Jingili, Lee Point, Lyons, 
Millner, Moil, Muirhead, Nightcliff, Nakara, Tiwi, Rapid Creek, Wanguri, 
Wagaman 
$ 2,855,414  
ACT 2602 Ainslie, Dickson, Downer, Hackett, Lyneham, O'Connor, Watson $ 7,185,603  
 
Table 2 identifies the postcode in each state whose taxpayers had claimed the largest average deductible gift. Again, 
a clear link can be made in most cases to postcodes which one would expect to contain significant numbers of 
wealthy taxpayers. In 2013–14, the postcode claiming the highest average gift was Portsea in Victoria, with an 
average donation of $19,187.32, ahead of Eagle Farm in Queensland where the average donation was $18,490.32, 
and HMAS Rushcutters, Point Piper, Darling Point and Edgecliff in New South Wales  with an average of $14,179.59. 
Table 2: Highest AVERAGE Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2013-14 by POSTCODE for each State 
State & Postcode 
Places within Postcode 
Average Gift per Gifting 
Taxpayer ($) 
NSW 2027 HMAS Rushcutters, Point Piper, Darling Point, Edgecliff  $ 14,179.59  
VIC 3944 Portsea $ 19,187.32  
QLD 4009 Eagle Farm BC, Eagle Farm                                      $ 18,490.32  
SA SA other3   $ 9,451.25  
WA 6011 Cottesloe, Peppermint Grove $ 7,658.75  
TAS 7162 Birchs Bay, Woodbridge $ 11,184.02  
NT 871 Alice Springs                       $ 712.60  
ACT 2603 Red Hill, Forrest, Griffith, Manuka                   $ 1,287.28  
 
  
                                                 
3
 State/Territory is based on residential postcodes as stated on the individual tax return forms. In South Australia, 2620 individuals did not list 
their postcode. These have been recorded as SA Other.  
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Ancillary Funds 
The total number of PAFs increased by 12.63% to 1,204 at the end of the 2013–14 income year. They 
received $517.30 million in donations and distributed $300.72 million (see chart 2). 
 
For the third year, the ATO released data on PubAFs in 2013–14: 91 new PubAFs were approved, bringing 
the total number to 1,550. They received $435.05 million in donations and distributed $330.36 million (see 
Table 3).  
 
 
 
 
Electronic copies of the complete working paper ACPNS 69: An Examination of Tax-Deductible Donations made by 
Individual Australian Taxpayers in 2013-14 will be available from the QUT website at http://eprints.qut.edu.au in 
due course.  
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Chart 2: Number of PAFs Approved By Year  
Table 3: Numbers of PubAFs, donations received, distributions made and closing values 
Financial 
Year 
Number of 
PubAFs 
approved in 
the year  
Cumulative 
number of 
PubAFs 
approved  
Donations  
received 
Distributions 
made  
Net PubAF 
assets  
($m)  ($m) ($m) 
2011-12 101 1,437 337.48 370.47 1,682.07 
2012-13 99 1,527 275.43 306.35 1,572.51 
2013-14 91 1,550 435.05 330.36 1,732.92 
